
On the evening of 24 March 2020, the Government of India
ordered a nationwide lockdown for 21 days, limiting the
movement of the entire 1.38 billion (138 crores) population of India
as a preventive measure against the COVID-19 pandemic in India
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Only 265 children of the total of 550+ from Grade 9 to Grade 12 in the Mohgaon
Government high school had mobile access. And a mere 50 out of these 265
children would respond daily on an average on the WhatsApp group.
Only 77 students of the 158 pre-schoolers of RNS had access to study material
on WhatsApp. And. we could not verify the accessibility to studies for these 51
preschool students.

We sent worksheets and textbooks to children in their villages along with the
concerned teacher’s phone number.
Children were encouraged to complete the school assignments and submit
and call the teacher, in case of any questions.
Our teachers created audio content in the local language (stories) for pre-
schoolers and early primary classes.
All the high schoolers got lots of projects to keep them occupied with studies. 
We also distributed 1 sweater and 2 t-shirts to every child from the community
shelter home from the donation funds.

We adopted technology to continue teaching our school children who had to go
back home to their villages during the pandemic. But the struggle for many of our
school children was access to technology itself. It was a huge challenge for us to
keep up the momentum of studies going via remote learning in rural areas,
especially for high schoolers.

Some of the challenges faced by our schools are :

The student engagement numbers were really disheartening. But we put in extra
efforts to reach out to our students.

Riverside Natural School (RNS) was
closed when the lockdown was
announced. All the schoolchildren
were sent back home. With the change
in landscape, we faced new hurdles.
We kept in touch with the children.
Team Mrida made sure to send food
when their home ration ran out or
when the government supplies could
not reach them. We sent transport to
ferry the sick children and their family
members for treatment at the
Community Health Centre and the
well-equipped hospital in Mandla.

Lockdown initiated



All children had to take up at least 1  life skill project, where they learned to
make things of utility like bamboo articles, pickles, jams, hand wash, neem
oil, and many different things by using locally available materials. They also
learned to document the entire process. 

Covid Relief Project
Tele- consultation with Medcords (tele-
medicine service provider) doctors to patients
via a smartphone.
Implement COVID protocol for those suspected
COVID positive patients.
Provide prescribed medicines as per the AIIMS
protocol to the patients.
Manage a set per village volunteer teams of
pulse oximeter and thermometer to be used as
needed.
Provide a sanitizer, surgical gloves and the N95
masks to volunteers working on the field.
Door to door visits by our volunteers in the
selected villages to gauge medical treatment
needed
in respective homes.
Provide information on proven household
remedies that can help relieve symptoms.
Vehicle on call to transport emergency cases to
the nearest health center/hospital per
availability.



PROJECTS Undertaken

We started the Golden Baby League, this year to address the problem of lack
of learning opportunities for students.  Under the league, football matches
were held between different village teams every Sunday in the U10 and U13
age groups. There are no spectators for these matches, and they are entirely
organized, managed, and run by the children and staff of RNS and Mrida.

All matches were held in strict compliance with COVID guidelines and are
approved by AIFF. So far, we have conducted 30 matches over 4 Sundays
with 100 more to go.

RAJA HRIDAY SHAH GOLDEN BABY LEAGUE - OUR SPORTS INITIATIVE



We have been ideating  on a self-sustainable
model to raise finances for Mrida's development
programs  for some time now. For that, we plan
to leverage our deep ties with the local
Adivasi  farmers whose children study at RNS  to
cultivate medicinal plants and food forests
on  lands that have been lying fallow for many
years.  This year, along with 18 farmers, we are
cultivating  40 acres (out of the > 1400 acres of
land) to grow the medicinal crop of
Ashwagandha.
This initiative has created opportunities for labor
work in the 5 villages and  has helped farmers
effectively utilize an otherwise idle resource
(unused land). The farmers and their families too,
work on the land as a contribution towards the
education of their children. We plan to use 60%
of the harvest net of costs to help support
Mrida’s work and the rest will be paid to the
farmers. Through such community participation
models, we aim to generate  100% of the
financial resources for our education and sports
programs in the future. Till then, we continue to
rely on our generous donors' and
patron's  support to sustain our innovative on-
the-ground development programs.

We raised a total of Rs. 56.04 lakh, significantly lower than the Rs. 1.28 crore that
we raised in 2019-20 thanks to COVID-19. While we were shut during the initial 3
months, we re-opened the hostel with a limited number of students soon after
so we could provide a safe and hygienic place to our children. We made salary
cuts but laid off nobody to ensure that one of our staff members continued to
be supported. This was important as some of them come from poor families as
well and need the support that a stable income from Mrida gives them.  Our key
donors were Give Foundation, Awlencann India (ZebPay) and many other
individuals who have been important pillars supporting our work all these years. 

Funding update

KHETI SHIKSHA KE LIYE - OUR SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVE



Audit Report 2020-21



Audit Report 2020-21



Audit Report 2020-21



Audit Report 2020-21



Audit Report 2020-21



Audit Report 2020-21



Despite the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, we at Mrida
have continued to strive towards our goal of providing education and
development opportunities to tribal communities in eastern MP. Our
team has adapted to the changing circumstances and utilized innovative
methods to continue teaching our students. 

With the unprecedented challenges brought about by the COVID-19
pandemic, we are incredibly grateful to our donors and patrons for their
continued support. Despite the obstacles, our organization has remained
steadfast in its commitment to serving those in need. We have adapted
to the new realities of remote work, virtual events, and online outreach,
while continuing to provide critical services to  the tribal community. The
pandemic has highlighted the importance of our work and the need for
our services, and we are proud to have been able to make a positive
impact in the lives of those we serve. We recognize that this past year has
been difficult for many, and we are grateful for the outpouring of support
we have received, which has allowed us to continue our important work.
We look forward to the coming year with optimism and the hope that
together, we can continue to make a difference in the lives of those we
serve.
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